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Southern Tree Plantation farm that offers very
offers a unique, family holi- ~ competitive prices plus
day experience. With our an atmosphere thatis |~
large selection of trees we  full of fresh air, beautiful ey
can fit anyon ¢ mountain scenery, and
while offering an experience old fashion holiday
that is a throwback to sim- spirit.

pler times. Check out the rest of th
Whether adventuring into Newsletter for special
the fields to select the right ~ events held throughout |
tree, choosing a precut from  the season. On week- B
the Fraser Fir lot, or select-  €nds, beginning on Thanks-
ing a ball and burlap tree giving Day, you can also en-
that can be planted in your ~ joy @ hayride and the kids
yard after the holidays, the can experience a farm zoo,
Christmas experience at playground, a large slide,
Southern Tree Plantation is ~ pony rides, and a train ride
memorable.(Have you ever ~ aboard the Holiday Express. Southern Tree Plantation
taken photos of your Christ- ~ You can also enjoy the fire  jnyites you and your family
mas moments at the local pit for roasting smores, to visit the Farm and experi-
discount hardware store?) ~ marshmallows, or a hotdog
Southern Tree Plantation is  0n a stick. Other conces-
a working Christmas tree sions are available as well

as craft shops featuring holi-
day decorations and tasty
treats. Tree stands, tree
bags, and a helpful staff are
readily available.

ence an old time Christmas
experience- be sure to bring
the camera.

A variety of Christmas trees  We also have a fine selectiof |
are available at Southern of Balled & Burlap (B&Bs)

Tree Plantation this year. trees for the new season.
Trees that can be cut from  These trees include Blue
our fields include Balsam Spruce, White and Norway

Fir, Blue and Norway Spruce, Spruce, Hemlocks, Leyland
Canaan Fir, and White Pine. Cypress, and White Pine.
We also offer over 300+ will also bale and prepare
fresh-cut Fraser Firs. Tree  your tree for travel free of
prices begin in the low $40s. charge.
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Yes, Virginia, There is a Santa Claus

By Francis P. Church, first published ithe
New York Surin 1897 & still relevant today.

We take pleasure in answering thus promi-
nently the communication below, expressing
at the same time our great gratification that
its faithful author is numbered among the
friends of The Sun

Dear Editofi

| am 8 years old. Some of my little friends
say there is no Sant a
you see it in The Sun

the truth, is there a Santa Claus?
Virginia

Virginia, your little friends are wrong. They
have been affected by the skepticism of a
skeptical age. They do not believe except
they see. They think that nothing can be
which is not comprehensible by their little
minds. All minds, Virginia, whether they be
mends or childrenods,
universe of ours, man is a mere insect, an
ant, in his intellect as compared with the
boundless world about him, as measured by
the intelligence capable of grasping the
whole of truth and knowledge.

Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus. He ex-
ists as certainly as love and generosity and
devotion exist, and you know that they
abound and give to your life its highest
beauty and joy. Alas! how dreary would be
the world if there were no Santa Claus! It
would be as dreary as if there were no Vir-
ginias. There would be no childlike faith
then, no poetry, no romance to make toler-
able this existence. We should have no en-
joyment, except in sense and sight. The eter-
nal light with which childhood fills the world
would be extinguished.

Not believe in Santa Claus! You might as
well not believe in fairies. You might get your
papa to hire men to watch in all the chim-
neys on Christmas eve to catch Santa Claus,
but even if you did not see Santa Claus com-
ing down, what would that prove? Nobody
sees Santa Claus, but that is no sign that
there is no Santa Claus. The most real
things in the world are those that neither
children nor men can see. Did you ever see
fairies dancing on the lawn? Of course not,
but thatds no proof
Nobody can conceive or imagine all the won-
ders there are unseen and unseeable in the
world.

You tear apart the
what makes the noise inside, but there is a

bag Baptist minister, Church had

veil covering the unseen world which not
the strongest man, nor even the united
strength of all the strongest men that ever
lived could tear apart. Only faith, poetry,
love, romance, can push aside that curtain
and view and picture the supernal beauty
and glory beyond. Is it all real? Ah, Virginia,
in all this world there is nothing else real
and abiding.

No Santa Claus! Thank God! he lives and
lives forever. A thousand years from now, o
Virginia, nay 10 times 10,000 years from
now, he will continue to make glad the

heart of childhood.

ABOUT THE EXCHANGE
Francis P. Churchos
There is a Santa Cl a
sensation, and went on to became one of
the most famous editorials ever written. It
first appeared in theNew York Surin

1897, almost a hundred years ago, and

was reprinted annually until 1949 when the
paper went out of business.

Thirtysix years after her letter was printed,

Virginia OdHanlon re
prompted her letter:
OQuite naturally 1 b

for he had never disappointed me. But
when less fortunate little boys and girls said
there wasndét any San
with doubts. | asked my father, and he was
a little evasive on the subject.

olt was a habit in o
any doubts came up as to how to pro-
nounce a word or some question of histori-
cal fact was in doubt, we wrote to the Ques-
tion and Answer column imThe Sun Father

woul d al ways saySundl
itéds so,d86 and that
matter. % adk
o6 Wel | , I dm | us

The Sunand find out the real

truth, o | said

OHe sai d, 06Go

I 6 m TheSuewill give you
the right answer, as it always
doe& . 0

And so Virginia sat down and

wrote her pare
newspaper. Her letter found its
way into the hands of a veteran
editor, Francis P. Church. Son d

covered the Civil War fofhe

New York Timesnd had worked on theThe
New York Surfor 20 years, more recently as
an anonymous editorial writer. Church, a
sardonic man, had for his personal motto,
OEndeavour to clear
When controversal subjects had to be tack-
led on the editorial page, especially those
dealing with theology, the assignments were
usually given to Church.

y ou

Now, he had in his hand
on a most controversial matter, and he was
burdened with the responsibility of answer-

ing it.

0ls there a Santa CI
in the letter asked. At once, Church knew
that there was no avoiding the question. Hg | n i
must answer, and he must answer truth- »

fully. And so he turned to his desk, and he

began his reply which was to become one of

the most memorable editorials in newspa-

per history. Church married shortly after the
editorial appeared. He died in April, 1906,

leaving no children.

aus

Virginia OdHanlon went
Hunter College with a Bachelor of Arts de- ) a t
gree at age 21. The following year she re-
ceived her Masterds fro
1912 she began teaching in the New York y u s
City school system, later becoming a princi-
pal. After 47 years, she retired as an educa-
tor. Throughout her life she received a
steady stream of mail about her Santa
Claus letter, and to each reply she attached
an attractive printed copy of the Church
editorial. Virginia:\Odrh
May 13, 1971, at the age of 81.
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Reprinted from:
http://beebo.org/smackerels/
yesvirginia.html




Santa is Coming to the Farm

Santa Claus is taking time from
his busy schedule and will be
flying from the North Pole for
his annual visit to the Southern
Tree Plantation. We expect
Santa to be at main barn on
Friday, November 28 from 14
and on Saturday, November 29
from 11-2.

Brooke Hanna, a professional
photographer from Blairsville,
will be on hand to take photos
and will make a highguality
digital print for you to take
home.

Brookeds websit
at www.5petalproductions.com

These moments with your child
or children pass so quickly and
moments like this are priceless.

The weekend following Thanks-
giving has traditionally been the
busiest of all our weekends.

Come out and enjoy this special
event at the Farm and have the
opportunity to talk with Santa
and enjoy the rest of the Farm.

Santa will be waiting for you.

Koats for Kids & Adults

On Saturday, November 29,
from 10am-6pm, a community
service project will be con-
ducted at the Tree Farm. At
our Koats for Kids & Adults
drive we will be collecting gently
worn coats for kids and adults.

The need is especially seri-
ous this year, so, clean out
your closets, find some
coats in good condition,
and bring them to South-
ern Tree Plantation. We
appreciate your help.

Full Moon Hayrides on December 12th

On Friday, December 12, South-

ern Tree Plantation will be the
site of a very special event
called Full Moon Hayrides from
6:00 68:00 pm. A clear, cold
December night is perfect for
getting into the holiday spirit
and what could be better than a
hay ride through the Farm?

Because this is a special event,
reservations should be made by

Christmas Music in the Air

Southern Tree Plantation is
inviting local choirs and musical
groups to perform at the Tree
Farm on Saturday, December
6 from 1:00-4:00. Caroling

and other forms of Christmas
music will be performed
throughout the afternoon.

A schedule of music will be
posted on the website as soon
as it is finalized.

Come out to the Farm and enjoy
the beautiful music of the
Christmas season.

calling (706) 745-0601. Walk-
ins are welcome and will be
placed on the hayride as space
permits.

The cost of the hayride is $5.00
per person (kids 2 and under
are free). After the ride enjoy
hot chocolate and roast some
marshmallows in the barn.

Bring your blankets and hope
for snow!!




